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The Gospel of John is a word-for-word adaptation of the fourth gospel
from the Good News translation. The movie represents an eyewitness
account of the life, ministry, teaching, death, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ, as told by his beloved disciple John.

This study guide will help you discuss the major themes portrayed in
the movie. What did Jesus teach? How did he interact with other
people? What did he command people to do? What was Jesus like as a
person? How was he glorified by God?
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The Gospel of John (Visual Bible International, 2003), directed by
Philip Saville, based upon the Gospel of John, screenplay by John
Goldsmith.
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Movie Summary:

Jesus of Nazareth comes to first-century Palestine when the Jewish
people are under Roman rule. The Jews long for release from political
oppression, poverty, and sickness. They hope for the promised
Messiah, the anointed one of God, to save them.

Jesus claims to be the Messiah. He selects 12 men to be his disciples,
and many more follow him when he heals the lame and the blind,
miraculously feeds thousands of people, and restores life to a dead
man.

The Jewish leaders quickly come to dislike Jesus. He causes a
commotion outside the temple when he drives out the animals that are
sold for sacrifices and overturns the tables of the sellers. He heals
people on the Sabbath. He calls God his Father and claims to be one
with God. He says that people must believe in him to gain eternal life.
He undermines the authority of the Jewish leaders.

The Jewish leaders see only one option: Jesus must be killed. One of
Jesus’ disciples betrays Jesus, the Jewish leaders incite the crowds in
Jerusalem to call for his death, and Pontius Pilate has him crucified.

But Jesus lives again. The Gospel of John shows that Jesus is the Son
of God and that everyone who believes in him will have eternal life.

Discussing the Scenes

Select one or more of these themes to discuss:
Jesus’ Interaction with People

Jesus’ Teaching

Jesus’ Commands

Jesus’ Character

Jesus’ Glory
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As the Credits Roll

What things did you see in the movie that you never noticed when just
reading the Gospel of John?

1. What scenes in the movie were depicted differently than you
imagined when reading the Bible?

How were they the same?

2. Is this movie faithful to the biblical account?

3. What other major themes did you see in this movie?

4. How did watching this movie encourage your faith or help you see
truth in a new way?

5. How did the movie convict you to be more like Jesus?
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1. Jesus’ Interaction with People (John 2:24-25; 5:41-47; 8:42-

47).

In the film, Jesus interacts with all sorts of people: Jews,
Samaritans, Roman officials, priests, Pharisees, and commoners.
He has personal encounters with a Samaritan woman, a lame man,
a blind man, Mary and Martha, and with many crowds.

1.

Overall, how did Jesus interact with other people?

How did he speak to them?

How did he treat them?

Would you say that Jesus was a people person?

Why or why not?

Did Jesus treat all people the same way all the time?

If not, how and why did he treat them differently?

Read John 5:41-47 and 8:42-47.

How could Jesus say to these Jews that they did not have the
love of God in their hearts and that they were children of the
devil?

What evidence could these Jews have given to argue against
Jesus’ accusations?

How did these Jews react to what Jesus said?

How should they have reacted?

Read John 2:24-25.

What does it mean that Jesus did not entrust himself to men?

Why did he not trust men?

How is Jesus’ treatment of others an example for us?

How should we treat others?
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5. Jesus’ Glory (John 2:1-11; 7:2-10, 30; 8:20; 12:23-28; 13:31-
32; 17:1-5).

In the film, both Jesus and the narrator frequently mention Jesus’
glory. On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus says that the time
has come for him to be glorified, and he prays to God to receive
his glory.

Read John 12:23-28; 13:31-32; and 17:1-5.

1.

How did Jesus receive glory?

What did he mean when he said it was time for him to be
glorified?

In John 17:5, Jesus prays, “And now, Father, glorify me in
your presence with the glory I had with you before the world
began.” What does this verse mean?

Did Jesus give up his glory while he was on earth?

Early in the film, Jesus declines to perform a miracle and to
appear at a festival publicly because it is not time for his glory
to be revealed.

Read John 2:1-11 and 7:2-10.

How did Jesus know it was not time for his glory to be
revealed?

If Jesus had publicly changed the water to wine or gone to the
festival, how would that have ruined the time of his
glory?

Jesus even escapes death several times because it is not yet
time.

Read John 7:30 and 8:20.

Could people have killed Jesus whenever they wanted
to? What was preventing them from killing him?____

What was the significance of the timing of Jesus’ glory?

What did it reveal about Jesus’ earthly mission?

Who or what determined his time?

Who or what determines your destiny?
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2. Jesus’ Teaching (John 3:16-21; 5:24; 6:47-51; 7:16; 8:12, 58;
10:7-15; 12:49-50; 14:6; 15:1-8).
The film shows Jesus teaching frequently—by the banks of the Sea
of Galilee, in public places, in the synagogues, and in the temple in

Jerusalem. He teaches his disciples, the Jewish priests, Pharisees,
individuals that he encounters, and various crowds.

Read John 3:16-21 and 5:24.

1.

10.

11.

What was Jesus’ teaching generally about?

Was Jesus’ teaching mostly public or private?
Was anyone excluded from his teaching?

Jewish rabbis (teachers) of Jesus’ day based their teaching
upon the writings of other revered rabbis. Jesus did not do
this.

Read John 7:16 and 12:49-50.

Upon what authority did Jesus base his teaching?

Jesus often began teaching by saying, “I am telling you the
truth.” Why?

Jesus made many claims about himself and his relationship to
God in his teaching.

Read John 6:47-51; 8:12; 10:7-15; 14:6; 15:1-8.

What are some pictures from everyday life that Jesus used to
describe himself?

Why did he use these images?

Who did Jesus claim to be?

What did he say was his relationship to God?
Read John 8:58.

When Jesus said, “Before Abraham was, I am!” why did the
Jews pick up stones to stone him?

What was so scandalous about what he said?
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4. Jesus’ Character (John 1:14; 8:46; 10:22-39).

In the film, Jesus has a personality and emotions, and his behavior
both delights and offends others. People both worship him and
seek his death.

1. What about Jesus’ character or behavior in the movie surprised
you?

2. What emotions or actions did Jesus display that you do not
typically expect of him?

3. The Jewish leaders were frequently at odds with Jesus and
wanted to kill him. In the end they did arrange for his arrest
and death. If Jesus was a healer and a man of integrity, why
did they want to kill him?

Read John 8:46.

4. Jesus challenged some Jews to prove him guilty of sin. Were
they able to do so?

Why did Jesus challenge them in this way?

Read John 10:22-39.

5. How did Jesus’ miracles support his claims to be the Son of
God?

Read John 1:14.

6. In what ways was Jesus full of grace and truth?

7. Jesus said that he submitted to the will of his Father in all
things. How is that an example for how you should live?

In what ways can you do that?
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3. Jesus’ Commands (John 3:16-18; 5:14; 8:2-11; 11:25-27;

20:30-31).

Jesus does not just heal the paralytic or the blind man and let
them go without a word. He does not spare the life of the woman
caught in adultery without a parting instruction. His teaching is not
trivial or merely intellectual, but it demands a response from his
listeners.

Read John 5:14 and 8:2-11.

1. What did Jesus command the healed paralytic and the woman
caught in adultery to do?

Why?

Read John 3:16-18; 11:25-27; and 20:30-31.

2. What did Jesus say that people must believe?

3. Why must people believe this?

4. What happens if people do not believe?

5. Do Jesus’ commands apply to you today?

What must you do and believe?
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