
Prayers - Supplications

Did you ask for this?



Hannah’s Request

• “And she [was] in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto the 
LORD, and wept sore. And she vowed a vow, and said, O 
LORD of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of 
thine handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine
handmaid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man child, 
then I will give him unto the LORD all the days of his life, 
and there shall no razor come upon his head.” (1 Sam 
1:10,11)

• “Wherefore it came to pass, when the time was come about 
after Hannah had conceived, that she bare a son, and called 
his name Samuel, [saying], Because I have asked him of 
the LORD.” (v 20)



Be Aware of Sensitivity

• When are you getting married?
Many people may have difficulty finding a good 
partner.

• When you are going to have a baby?
Many adult may have problems with procreation
- physiological 
- IVF

• A personal decision for individuals.



Singapore Survey On Marriage

• Year of survey                  2004    2008
• Intention to get married     74%    85%
• No intention at all                5%     2%

• Main reason for marriage – to have kids.
• In 2004, 6 out of 10 want to have 2-3 kids.
• In 2008, the figure rose to 8 out of 10.



Intention verses Reality

• However, there’s a wide gap between 
intention and reality.

• The Total Fertility Rate (TFR) is about 1.4 
(replacement rate of 2.1 is needed).

• Many people are still not married or many 
married people are still not producing 
babies.

• Why? How? 



Career First, Baby Later
Survey of 1600+ American women executives, 
lawyers, doctors and academics in the top 10% 
income bracket:

• Many of the mid-life highly-educated and high-
achieving American career women who are still 
childless – they are not childless by choice.

• They worked too hard, waited too long, and their 
efforts came too late.

• Better Late than Never? In procreation matters, 
late may mean “Game Over”.



What does the Government say?
• A paternalistic government –“Father Knows Best”

In 1984 the government formed the SDU because of the 
local graduate male’s “ignorance and prejudice which lead 
to his preference of a wife less educated than himself”.

• “Letter to the Garmen”
We do NOT need your help. Every time, you mention 

HELP, we have to run for cover!!!
Help the poor? Raise GST!
Help traffic flow? More ERP gantries!
Help passenger service? Up Bus/MRT fare!
Help us get taxi? Raise taxi fare!
Every time YOU want to HELP, WE all PAY for it!



The Garmen Way – Lose or Win?

• Most of the time you lose!
You “pay and pay” – ARF, COE, ERP, GST, etc.

• Once in a long while, you do gain
ERS, ESS, GD and baby bonus!

• The government way to procreation is the 
$preadsheet way.



Singapore - A Great Place For 
Families

• Children Development Account (CDA)
1st to 4th child - $3K. $9K, $18K, $18K

• Parental Tax Rebate for tax-residents (PTR)
2nd to 4th child - $10K, $20K, $20K

• Total amount = $98K
• Three months Maternity Leave 
• Childcare Subsidy



Explicit Biblical Commands: 
Be Fruitful and Multiply

• “And God blessed them, and God said unto them, 
Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, 
and subdue it… (Gen 1:28).”

• “And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said 
unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 
the earth (Gen 9:1).”

• “I will therefore that the younger women marry, 
bear children, guide the house…(1 Tim 5:14)”



Implicit Commands
• “And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be 

in thine heart: And thou shalt teach them diligently unto 
thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in 
thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when 
thou liest down, and when thou risest up (Deut 6:6,7).”

• “For I know him, that he will command his children and 
his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the 
LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may 
bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him
(Gen 18:19).”

• “That they [the older women] may teach the young women 
to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children.” 
(Ti 2:4)



Costing More Than Needed?

• Ballet classes
• Music Classes
• Enrichment classes
• Latest gadgets 
• Giving our children “The Best” that we can (or 

cannot) afford.
• Do our children need them? Do they enjoy them?
• “My husband has obviously missed the fact that 

I’m already dead tired after a long day with the 
children, having driven 8-10 trips in the car.”



Set Your Priorities Right!
• “But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came 

to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister 
hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she help 
me. And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, 
Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: 
But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good 
part, which shall not be taken away from her.” (Lk 10:40-
42)

• What’s the best thing to give your children?
The salvation that comes from Christ! It’s already been 
paid.



Children Are A Blessing

• “Lo, children [are] an heritage of the LORD: [and] 
the fruit of the womb [is his] reward.” (Psa 127:3)

• “And He will love thee, and bless thee, and 
multiply thee: he will also bless the fruit of thy 
womb.” (Deut 7:13)

• “Thy wife [shall be] as a fruitful vine by the sides 
of thine house: thy children like olive plants round 
about thy table. Behold, that thus shall the man be 
blessed that feareth the LORD…Yea, thou shalt
see thy children's children, [and] peace upon 
Israel.” (Psa 128:3-6)



Precious to Jesus

• “And whoso shall receive one such little child in 
my name receiveth me. But whoso shall offend 
one of these little ones which believe in me, it 
were better for him that a millstone were hanged 
about his neck, and [that] he were drowned in the 
depth of the sea (Mt 18:5,6).”

• “Take heed that ye despise not one of these little 
ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their 
angels do always behold the face of my Father 
which is in heaven (verse 10).”





Glory and Joy

• “Children's children [are] the crown of old 
men; and the glory of children [are] their 
fathers (Prov 17:6).”

• “The father of the righteous shall greatly 
rejoice: and he that begetteth a wise [child] 
shall have joy of him (Prov 23:24).”



Understanding Our Father’s Love

• Carrot and Stick
Blessings and Curses - Deut 7 & 28

• Punishment = Love
“For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye 
endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with 
sons; for what son is he whom the father 
chasteneth not? But if ye be without chastisement, 
whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and 
not sons.” (Heb 12:6-10)

• Ill-treatment of stepchildren
Hansel and Gretel.



Lifestyle Choice

• A bath shower system for USD 100,000!
• Who wants to “lead a dog’s life”?

- exclusive hotels for dogs
- designer leashes
- feng-shui (geomancy) for dogs
- many people spend lots of $$$ on their pets 

• Lifestyle is not a good reason not to have children!



Survey on Christians’ Goals

Intention Reality
• Study God’s Word diligently          ? ?
• Be active in God’s Work ?               ?
• Participate in church activities        ?               ?
• Lead the children to God                 ?               ?
• Put God first in our lives                 ?               ?

• Is there a gap between intention and reality? Why?



The Cares of the World

• For some Christians, lifestyle keeps them away from 
babies – and from God too!

• The seed that fell among thorns - Mk 4:19; Mt 13:22; Lk
8:14

• The dinner guests who were too busy - Lk 14:16-24
• The rich young man with great possessions – Mt 19:16-24; 

Mk 10:17-25; Lk 18:18-25
• Take your ease, eat, drink, enjoy yourself - Lk 12:16-21 
• “No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of 

[this] life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to 
be a soldier.” (2 Tim 2:4)



Surrogate Parents
• Are we “surrogate” parents for God?
• “And, ye fathers…bring them up in the nurture 

and admonition of the Lord.” (Eph 6:4)
• “For I know him [Abraham], that he will 

command his children and his household after 
him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to 
do justice and judgment.” (Gen 18:19)

• Parents are not just to produce children, but to 
nurture them for God.

• Father’s Day.
• Do it to please God – “That we should be to the 

praise of His glory.” (Eph 1:10)
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